
Phil: love 
 
● philosopher: a ‘lover of wisdom’ 

● philanthropist: a ‘lover of humans,’ that is, someone who is charitable to 
and does good deeds for the good of humankind as a whole.  

● philologist: a ‘lover of words’ 
 
● hemophiliac: a ‘lover of blood’. This does not mean that hemophiliacs are 

vampires, but rather that they ‘love blood’ because their platelets are 
ineffective at clotting wounds; they therefore lose a lot of blood when 
wounded, causing them to need more, hence ‘loving’ and needing extra.   

 
● bibliophile: ‘loves books’ 

● hydrophilic: ‘love water’ 

● philharmonic: loving harmony; devoted to music; a symphony orchestra 

● philomuse: affection and devotion to literature and the arts 
 
● philology: study (love) of language and literature 

● philodendron: a type of plant that curls up or twines around trees as it 
climbs; ‘loves trees’ 

● philter: love potion 

● Phillip: loves horses 


